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Who’s who • The Returning Officer is responsible for 

running the election. The Returning Officer is 

Russell Ashman.

• The Electoral Registration Officer is 

responsible for maintaining the register of 

electors and absent voters’ lists. The Electoral 

Registration Officer is also Russell Ashman.

• The Elections Officer is Joseph Payne. This is 

the person you will deal with on a day-to-day 

basis.

• Contact details for the Elections Office are 

provided on page 44.
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Election 

timetable

Publication of Notice of Election (see Appendix) Tue 25 Mar

Nominations commence Wed 26 Mar

Close of nominations Wed 2 Apr: 4pm

Notification of appointment of election agents Wed 2 Apr: 4pm

Publication of Statement of Persons Nominated 

and declaration of results for uncontested islands

Wed 2 Apr: after 

4pm

Deadline for applications to register to vote Fri 11 Apr: 

midnight

Deadline for new postal vote applications and for 

changes to existing postal or proxy votes

Mon 14 Apr: 5pm

Main issue of postal ballot packs Tue 15 Apr

Publication of Notice of Poll/Situation of Polling 

Stations

Wed 23 Apr
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Election 

timetable

(cont.)

Deadline for new proxy vote applications Wed 23 Apr: 5pm

Deadline for applications for a Voter Authority 

Certificate or Anonymous Elector’s Document

Wed 23 Apr: 5pm

Appointment of counting and polling agents Thu 24 Apr

Polling day Thu 1 May:    

7am-10pm

Deadline to apply to vote by emergency proxy Polling day: 5pm

Deadline for replacing lost/spoilt postal votes Polling day: 5pm

Deadline for alterations to the register to correct 

a clerical error

Polling day: 9pm

Verification and count Fri 2 May: TBC

Deadline for candidate spending returns from 

uncontested islands

Wed 7 May

Deadline for candidate spending returns from 

contested islands

Fri 6 Jun
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Qualifications
• Candidates must satisfy criteria on the day they are nominated 

and on polling day:

– be at least 18 years of age

– be a British citizen, an eligible Commonwealth citizen, a 

qualifying EU citizen or an EU citizen with retained rights

• Also at least one of the following:

– Registered local government elector for local authority 

area 

– Occupied as owner or tenant any land or premises in the 

local authority area during the whole 12 months preceding 

nomination

– Principal or only place of work (including unpaid) during 

last 12 months in local authority area

– Lived in the local authority area during the last 12 months

• Further information about qualifications may be found in the 

‘What you need to know before you stand as a candidate’ 

section of the Electoral Commission guidance for candidates 

and agents (see p. 44).
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Disqualifications

A person cannot be a candidate if they:

– are employed by the local authority or hold a paid office under 

the authority (including joint boards or committees). Candidates 

may be ‘employed by the local authority’ if they work at certain 

schools, fire services, police or health services 

– are subject of a Bankruptcy Restrictions Order (or interim 

restrictions order)

– have been sentenced to a term of imprisonment of three months 

or more (inc. suspended sentence) without option of a fine, during 

the 5 years before polling day

– are serving a disqualification due to being found guilty of a corrupt 

or illegal practice by an election court

– hold a politically restricted post

– are subject to the notification requirement of or under Part 2 of 

the Sexual Offences Act 2003

This list is not comprehensive. Candidates should read the 

Electoral Commission guidance for further information on 

disqualifications. Please refer to the ‘What you need to know before 

you stand as a candidate’ section of their guidance for candidates and 

agents (see p. 44). 7
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Disqualifications

(cont.)

• If candidates are in doubt about whether they are 

disqualified, they must do everything they can to check 

they are not disqualified before submitting their 

nomination papers. 

• Candidates must be sure they are not disqualified as they 

will be asked to sign one of the required nomination 

papers to confirm they are not disqualified. 

• It is a criminal offence to make a false statement on 

nomination papers as to the qualification for being 

elected, so if candidates are in any doubt, they should 

contact their employer, consult the legislation or, if 

necessary, take their own independent legal advice. 

• The Returning Officer will not be able to confirm whether 

or not candidates are disqualified. 
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Submitting 

nomination 

papers

• Nomination packs are available for collection from the Old 

Wesleyan Chapel. They can also be downloaded from the council 

website at www.scilly.gov.uk/local-election

• For all candidates, the three documents listed below must be 

delivered by hand to the Elections Office at the Old Wesleyan 

Chapel by 4pm on Wed 2 Apr:

– the nomination form

– the home address form 

– the consent to nomination

• Party candidates will also need to submit the following documents, 

either by hand or by post, to the Elections Office at the Old 

Wesleyan Chapel by 4pm on Wed 2 Apr:

– a certificate authorising the use of a party name/registered 

description on the ballot paper 

– a written request to use one of the party’s emblems on the 

ballot paper (optional)
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Submitting 

nomination 

papers

(cont.)

• Nomination papers can be hand delivered to the Elections 

Office between 10am and 4pm on any working day from Wed 

26 Mar to Wed 2 Apr. Please make an appointment in advance.

• The nominations deadline of 4pm on Wed 2 Apr is statutory and 

cannot be extended for any reason.

• There are no restrictions on who can hand deliver nomination 

papers but it should be the candidate/agent or someone they 

trust.

• If you change your mind after submitting your nomination 

papers, you can withdraw from the election by submitting a 

notice of withdrawal.

• To withdraw from the election, a notice of withdrawal must be 

hand delivered to the Elections Office by 4pm on Wed 2 Apr.

• A copy of the notice of withdrawal form can be obtained from 

the Elections Officer.
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Submitting 

nomination 

papers

(cont.)

• Take care when completing your nomination papers, as 

mistakes may invalidate your nomination. Please refer to the 

‘Nominations’ section of the Electoral Commission guidance for 

candidates and agents (see p. 44).

• We recommend that:

– you attend a one-to-one briefing session with the Elections 

Officer as soon as possible. Please get in touch so we can 

arrange a convenient time.

– you send us your completed paperwork for an informal check 

at the earliest opportunity. Submissions for an informal check 

can be sent by email to elections@scilly.gov.uk

– you formally submit your nomination papers well in advance of 

the deadline.

• Do not use corrective fluid.

• We can only accept papers including original signatures. 

Photocopies or digital scans are not permitted.
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Submitting 

nomination 

papers

(cont.)

• Details of nominated candidates will be published in 

the Statement of Persons Nominated on Wed 2 Apr 

(after 4pm).

• From the close of nominations until the day before 

polling day:

– nomination forms and consents to nominations 

may be inspected (and copies taken) by any 

person during office hours on any working day; and

– home address forms may be inspected by other 

candidates and their election agents (and certain 

others) during office hours on any working day.
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Nomination 

form

– Enter your full name (including any middle names and without 

using initials) in the ‘Candidate’s surname’ and ‘Other forenames 

in full’ sections. Prefixes like ‘Sir’ and suffixes like ‘Snr’ must not 

be used.

– It is not vital to complete the ‘Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms/Dr/Other’ section. 

Titles will not appear on the ballot paper or official notices.

Commonly used name boxes

– Due to recent changes in legislation, there is now greater 

flexibility with respect to commonly used names.

– If a candidate commonly uses a surname or forename that is 

different from any other surname or forename they have, or uses 

one or more of their forenames or surname in a different way 

from the way they are stated on the nomination form, the 

candidate may use them as a commonly used name.

– If a commonly used name is given, this name (rather than the full 

name) will be used on the ballot paper and official notices.

– Examples of acceptable commonly used names are given on the 

next page.
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Nomination 

form
Examples of acceptable commonly used names are 

provided in the table below:
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Candidate’s 

surname

Other 

forenames in 

full

Commonly 

used 

surname (if 

any )

Commonly 

used 

forenames (if 

any)

Name to 

appear on 

ballot paper

Smith Thomas Peter (left blank) (left blank) Thomas Peter 

Smith

Smith Thomas Peter Best Barry Barry Best

Smith Thomas Peter (left blank) Tom Tom Smith

Smith Thomas Peter (left blank) Thomas Thomas Smith

Smith Thomas Peter (left blank) Peter Peter Smith
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Nomination 

form

(cont.) 

• Description field – 3 options: 

 - leave blank

 - Independent

 - party candidates can use party name or description authorised 

by a certificate issued by or on behalf of the Nominating Officer 

• Subscribers: two subscribers are required (i.e. a Proposer and a 

Seconder). They must be registered to vote as local government 

electors on the island for which you wish to stand.

• Both a signature and a printed name must be provided for the two 

subscribers.

• The electoral number consists of a three-letter polling district code 

and a number specific to the individual elector. 

• The electoral numbers of your subscribers can be obtained from the 

Elections Office or from a candidate’s copy of the electoral register 

(see p. 25).

• Only ask subscribers to sign after the Candidate’s Details have been 

completed.
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Nomination 

form

(cont.)

• Subscribers cannot sign more nomination forms than there are 

vacancies to be filled. This means that:

– a St Mary’s elector may sign up to 12 nomination forms for 

St Mary’s candidates; but

– an off-island elector may sign only one nomination form for 

a candidate standing for their island.

• If a subscriber signs too many nomination forms, the first to be 

delivered will be accepted up to the permitted number and 

then any subsequent forms delivered will be found invalid.

• You should ensure your subscribers are aware of how their 

personal data will be used: 

– their names will be published in the Notice of Poll on Wed 

23 Apr

– nominations will be available for public inspection from the 

close of nominations until the day before polling day (see 

p. 12).
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Home address 

form

• All candidates must complete part 1 of the 

home address form: 

- Enter your full name (not a commonly used 

name) and home address

- Place a tick next to each of the four 

qualifications (a, b, c and d) which applies 

to you (i.e. the qualifications that you are 

not striking through on the consent to 

nomination).

- Enter a ‘qualifying address’ for each of the 

ticked qualifications.

- Definitions of a ‘qualifying address’ are 

provided on the next page.

- Enter the full name and home address of 

the witness to your consent to nomination.
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Home address 

form (cont.)
‘Qualifying address’ means:

• for qualification (a), the address in full 

where you are registered as a local 

government elector

• for qualification (b), a description and the 

address of that land or premises which 

you have occupied as owner or tenant

• for qualification (c), the address of your 

place of work

• for qualification (d), the address or 

addresses in full of where you have 

resided
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Home address 

form (cont.)

• Part 2 of the home address form can be left blank if you 

are happy for your home address to be printed on the 

ballot paper and official notices. You still need to submit 

part 2, however, even if you leave it blank.

• If you do not want your home address to be printed on the 

ballot paper and official notices:

- if your home address is in the UK, enter the name of 

the ‘relevant area’ in which your home address is 

situated. For home addresses on the Isles of Scilly, 

the ‘relevant area’ will be the ‘Isles of Scilly’

- if your home address is outside the UK, enter the 

name of the country in which your home address is 

situated.

- sign and date the form.

• Please note, however, that if you act as your own election 

agent (see p. 23) and do not provide an office address, 

your home address will (in most cases) be published in the 

Notice of Election Agents even if you have completed   

Part 2 of the home address form.
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Consent to 

nomination

• Enter your full name (not a commonly used name).

• Strike through any of the qualifications (a, b, c or d) that do 

not apply to you.

• You must meet at least one of the qualifications but you 

should claim all that apply.

• The qualifications you claim here must correspond with the 

information provided in part 1 of your home address form.

• Enter your date of birth, signature and date of consent.

• Your witness must sign the form and their name must be 

printed in the relevant box.

• There are no restrictions on who can witness the consent 

to nomination form.

• The whole form (including the legislative references on 

following pages) must be submitted. 

• You must not sign the form if you are not qualified to 

stand (see pp. 6-8).
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Certificate of 

authorisation 

(party 

candidates only)

• Party candidates must have written 

permission to use the party 

name/description from the Nominating 

Officer (or a person authorised to act on 

their behalf) 

• The certificate may:

– allow the use of the party name or a 

particular description

– allow candidate to choose whether to 

use the party name or any of the 

descriptions registered with the Electoral 

Commission

• Must be submitted by 4pm on Wed 2 Apr
21
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Emblem request 

form (party 

candidates only)

• Party candidates can ask for an emblem to be 

printed on the ballot paper.

• The emblem request form must be submitted 

by 4pm on Wed 2 Apr.

• Party candidates should supply an electronic 

version of the emblem to the Returning Officer 

if required.

22



Information Classification: PUBLIC

Notification of 

an election 

agent

• The election agent is responsible for the proper management of 

your election campaign, particularly its financial management.

• Notification of appointment must reach the Elections Office, 

delivered by hand or by post, by 4pm on Wed 2 Apr. The form is 

included as part of the nomination papers.

• There is no need to submit the form if you intend to act as your 

own election agent. You will become your own election agent by 

default if no-one else is appointed. 

• Please note, however, that if you act as your own election agent 

and do not provide an office address:

– if your home address is within the St Ives parliamentary 

constituency, your home address will be published in the 

Notice of Election Agents even if you have completed Part 

2 of the home address form.

– if your home address is outside the St Ives parliamentary 

constituency, the home address of the Proposer from your 

nomination form will be published in the Notice of Election 

Agents.
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Other agents

 

• Other agents can be appointed to attend at the 

postal vote opening sessions, the polling station 

and the count on your behalf:

– You must give notice in writing of any people 

appointed as polling and counting agents by 

Thu 24 Apr.

– The appointment of postal voting agents 

attending a particular opening session must be 

made before the start of the session.

• Notification of appointment forms may be obtained 

from the Elections Officer.
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Access to 

electoral 

register/absent 

voting lists

• Once someone officially becomes a candidate, they are entitled 

to receive a free copy of the electoral register / absent voting 

lists for the island on which they are standing.

• You officially become a candidate:

– at the earliest on Tue 25 Mar, if you or others have 

declared yourself a candidate;

– once you or others have declared yourself a candidate 

after this date or the date you submit your nomination 

papers (whichever is earlier).

• To obtain the electoral register / absent voting lists, you need to 

make a written request to the Elections Office. Application 

forms, which include a declaration that you are a candidate, are 

provided as part of the nomination pack.

• The electoral register / absent voting lists may only be used for 

permitted purposes:

– to complete the nomination form

– to help you campaign

– to check that donations/loans are permissible
25
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Registration • As a candidate you are uniquely placed to 

encourage people to register to vote. 

• You should encourage people to register as soon 

as possible.

• The deadline for applying for the election is Fri    

11 Apr. 

• Individuals can apply to register online at 

www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. It only takes a few 

minutes.

• For further information about registering to vote, 

please refer to the FAQs on the Council’s local 

election webpage (see p. 44).

26
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Absent voting

applications

• People can only apply for a postal or proxy vote for the election on 

Thu 1 May if they are (or will be) registered to vote in time for that 

election.

• The deadline for applying for a new postal vote (or for changes to 

existing postal or proxy arrangements) is 5pm on Mon 14 Apr. 

– Applications for a postal vote can be made online 

at www.gov.uk/apply-postal-vote

• The deadline for applying for a new proxy vote is 5pm on Wed 23 

Apr. 

– Applications for a proxy vote at a single election can be made 

online at www.gov.uk/apply-proxy-vote

– Applications for a long-term proxy voting arrangement due to  

(i) disability, (ii) occupation, service or employment or (iii) 

attendance on an educational course can only be submitted on 

a paper form.

• In some circumstances, voters will be able to appoint an emergency 

proxy after Wed 23 Apr.

• For further information about postal and proxy voting, please refer 

to the FAQs on the Council’s local election webpage (see p. 44). 27
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Absent voting - 

campaigners

• Campaigners must never handle anyone else’s postal voting 

documents (e.g. to hand deliver them).

• The term ‘postal voting document’ covers a postal ballot 

paper, a postal voting statement, envelopes for returning 

postal voting documents, and an envelope containing a postal 

ballot pack.

• There are two exemptions: 

– Campaigners are permitted to handle the postal voting 

documents of close relatives or someone for whom they 

provide regular care.  

– Campaigners are permitted to handle postal voting 

documents if that is included in the duties of a job or role 

they hold, and the handling is consistent with those 

duties (e.g. a postal worker).

• The definition of a campaigner is provided on the next page.

• If you would like to hand deliver a postal vote (e.g. for a close 

relative), or you are advising an elector about hand delivering 

a postal vote, please refer to pages 38-39.
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Absent voting  

– who is a 

campaigner?

A campaigner is:

• a candidate at the election

• an election agent

• employed by the candidate (for the purposes of the 

candidate’s activities at the election)

• a member of a registered political party who is 

carrying out activity to promote a particular outcome 

at the election

• someone employed by a registered political party in 

connection with that party’s political activities

These definitions also include someone who is 

employed by any of the people listed to carry out 

activities designed to promote a particular outcome at 

the election.
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Voter 

Identification

• Voters in this election will need to provide a form of 

accepted photo ID if they wish to vote in person at a polling 

station.

• Common forms of accepted photo ID include:

– a UK, EEA, or Commonwealth passport (including an 

Irish Passport Card)

– a UK or EEA photocard driving licence

– a proof of age card bearing a PASS hologram

– a blue badge.

• Out-of-date documents can be used so long as the 

photograph is still a good likeness.

• If a voter fails to present a form of accepted photo ID they 

will not be issued with a ballot paper.

• Proxies voting at the polling station will need to show their 

own photo ID (not the photo ID of the person for whom they 

are voting).
30



Voter 

identification 

(cont.)

• Voters should be encouraged to check whether they 

have one of the forms of accepted photo ID well in 

advance of the election

• A full list of the acceptable forms of photo ID is available 

at www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-

a/voter/voter-id/accepted-forms-photo-id. 

• If a voter does not have an accepted form of photo ID, 

they can apply for a Voter Authority Certificate either 

online (www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-

authority-certificate) or using a paper application form. 

• Applications must be received by 5pm on Wed 23 Apr. 

• Further information about voter identification may be 

found in the ‘Voting in a polling station’ FAQs on the 

Council’s local election webpage (see p. 44).
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Campaigning
• Do use imprints on all your campaign material, including digital 

material (see pp. 33-35).

• Don’t display campaign material on any council property.

• Don’t produce material that looks like a poll card.

• Don’t pay people to display your adverts (unless they display adverts 

as part of their normal business).

• Don’t handle any postal voting documents you are not entitled to (see 

pp. 28-29).

• Don’t observe electors completing their postal vote.

• Don’t encourage electors to appoint you (or another campaigner) as a 

proxy.

• Don’t campaign inside the polling station on polling day.

• You are allowed to put your messages to voters on polling day, 

including public spaces outside polling stations.

Further guidance may be found in the ‘Campaigning’ section of the 

Electoral Commission guidance for candidates and agents (see p. 44).

Please also refer to the Code of Conduct for Campaigners on the 

Electoral Commission website (see p. 45).
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Campaigning 

– imprints on 

printed 

materials

• During the ‘regulated period’, all printed election materials (e.g. leaflets 

and posters) must include an imprint with the following details:

– The name and address of the printer,

– The name and address of the promoter, and

– The name and address of anyone on whose behalf the material is 

being published (if they are not the promoter).

• The ‘regulated period’ begins on the day after you officially become a 

candidate and ends on polling day. Please see page 25 for details of 

when you officially become a candidate. 

• You must use an address where you can be contacted. This can be a 

home, office or business address.

• If you print campaign material at home instead of using a printing 

company, you must still include details about who printed it and where in 

the imprint.

• Before the ‘regulated period’, imprints are not legally required on printed 

campaigning materials – but it is good practice to include one.

• If you need additional guidance or examples of how to correctly include 

print imprints, please refer to the Electoral Commission guidance on 

printed imprints (see p. 45) or reach out to the Electoral Commission at 

pef@electoralcommission.org.uk for more tailored assistance. 33

mailto:pef@electoralcommission.org.uk


Information Classification: PUBLIC

Campaigning 

– imprints on 

digital 

materials

• Under the Elections Act 2022, imprints are also required on certain 

digital material.

• There are two categories where digital imprints are required:

• 1. Paid adverts: any paid adverts which are political material require 

an imprint. Whenever possible, imprints on paid adverts should form 

part of the material itself.

• 2. Unpaid content (known as organic material): some people 

(including future candidates/candidates) must include a digital imprint 

on any organic digital election material they publish. For future 

candidates/candidates, at least some of your digital content is likely to 

fall under this category. To make sure your imprint is accessible:

– You can add an imprint directly to each piece of digital content 

you publish.

– Alternatively you could include the imprint on your social media 

profile or other digital channels where you share election 

material. The imprint should be easily accessible—no more than 

one click away—from any of your election-related content.
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Campaigning 

– imprints on 

digital 

materials

(cont.)

• A digital imprint on either a paid advert or organic material 

must include the name and address of:

– the promoter 

– any person on behalf of whom the material is being 

published (and who is not the promoter) 

• As with print imprints, you must use an address where you 

can be contacted. This can be a home, office or business 

address.

• Unlike with print imprints, digital imprint rules apply at all 

times, irrespective of the candidate ‘regulated period’.

• If you need additional guidance or examples of how to 

correctly include digital imprints, please refer to the 

Electoral Commission guidance on digital imprints (see   p. 

45) or reach out to the Electoral Commission at 

pef@electoralcommission.org.uk for more tailored 

assistance.

35
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Accessibility   

at the polling 

station

The following provisions will be found at polling stations on the Isles of 
Scilly for the benefit of people with a disability:

• An audio-voting device designed to enable the blind and partially 
sighted to vote independently and in secret. Short videos about this 
device are available on the manufacturer's website: 
www.pakflatt.com/videos 

• An enlarged ballot paper which can be taken into the polling booth for 
reference purposes.

• A portable hearing loop for the benefit of voters with a hearing aid.

• A lamp in each polling booth.

• A magnifier in each polling booth.

• Pencils with a pencil grip in each polling booth for voters with a 
dexterity impairment.

• A low-level polling booth that is suitable for wheelchair users.

• Step-free access suitable for wheelchair users (with temporary 
threshold ramps available upon request at the Bryher, St Martin's and 
Tresco polling stations).

• A temporary doorbell at the entrance to off-island polling stations so 
voters can let polling station staff know if they require assistance to 
access the building (e.g. to request the use of the temporary 
threshold ramp at the Bryher, St Martin's or Tresco polling station). 
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Accessibility   

at the polling 

station

(cont.)

Voters with a disability can also:

• take their phone into the polling booth to use 
magnifier or text-to-speech apps, or the phone torch 
to improve lighting.

• bring a companion (who is 18 or over) with them to 
the polling station to assist them to vote.

• ask the presiding officer at the polling station to assist 
them to vote.

If you are aware of any disabled voters who would 
benefit from the provision of some other form of 
equipment or assistance, please bring it to the attention 
of the Elections Officer as soon as possible.
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Hand delivery 

of postal 

votes

A person can hand deliver a postal vote but only to:

•    a member of reception staff at the Council reception 
desks at St Mary's Library and Carn Gwaval during office 
hours in the lead up to polling day or on polling day itself; or

•    a member of polling station staff at the polling station for 
the relevant island on polling day (e.g. a St Agnes postal 
vote can be returned to the St Agnes polling station but not 
to any other polling station).

When hand delivering a postal vote, a person must 
complete a postal vote return form. The member of 
reception staff or polling station staff will provide them with 
this form.

Postal votes will be rejected if they are:

•    left at St Mary’s Library, Carn Gwaval or a polling station 
without a form being completed;

•    left anywhere else or placed in an internal Council letter 
box.
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Hand delivery 

of postal 

votes (cont.)

• A person can only hand deliver their own 
postal vote plus a maximum of five for other 
electors at this election. If you are a 
campaigner (see pp. 28-29), the other 
electors must be close relatives or people 
for whom you provide regular care.

• Reception staff and polling station staff will 
not be able to provide advice about 
whether someone is a campaigner, but 
they may reject postal votes if they have 
reasonable cause to believe an individual is 
a campaigner.
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Postal vote 

opening 

sessions / 

verification and 

count

Details regarding postal vote opening 

sessions and the verification and count 

will be provided to candidates of 

contested islands after the close of 

nominations on Wed 2 Apr (i.e. when it 

is known which islands are contested).
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Spending 

issues

• Candidates and their agents at local elections must follow certain rules 

about how much they can spend, who they can accept donations from, 

and what they must report after the election.

• The spending rules apply to expenses incurred for the purposes of the 

candidate’s election during the ‘regulated period’ (see p. 33).

• The spending limit for candidates in this local election is £960 plus 8p per 

elector on the relevant island on the register in force on Tue 25 Mar:

41

No. of electors Spending limit

St Agnes 65 £965.20

Bryher 78 £966.24

St Martin’s 120 £969.60

St Mary’s 1233 £1,058.64

Tresco 101 £968.08



Information Classification: PUBLIC

Spending 

issues 

(cont.)

• A spending return must be submitted for each candidate: 

– by Wed 7 May for uncontested islands

– by Fri 6 Jun for contested islands. 

• You must include invoices or receipts for any payments of £20 or over.

• A template for the return will be sent to all candidates after the close of 

nominations on Wed 2 Apr. 

• You need to submit a return even if you did not spend any money.

• Failure to submit a return is a criminal offence enforceable by the police.

• If you are elected, failure to submit a return would also result in your 

being barred from sitting and voting as an elected member (until the 

return had been submitted).

• For the avoidance of any doubt, no spending will be reimbursed. 

The rules simply restrict how much can be spent.

• Returns are made available for public inspection for two years.

• Samples of returns may be reviewed by the Electoral Commission.

• Further information may be found in the ‘Candidate spending’ and 

‘Candidate donations’ sections of the Electoral Commission guidance for 

candidates and agents (see p. 44).
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Information Classification: PUBLIC

Operation 

Ford 

security 

briefing

• Operation Ford has been launched to support the safety 

and security of locally elected representatives – and 

candidates for those roles.

• Police Forces across the country now have designated 

Force Elected Official Advisors (FEOAs).

• FEOAs provide security briefings and act as contacts for 

raising concerns.

• The FEOAs for Devon and Cornwall Police are offering 

an online security briefing for Isles of Scilly councillors 

and candidates at 2pm on Thu 3 Apr.

• A Teams link for the briefing has already been sent to 

current Scilly councillors. It will also be provided to any 

candidates who submit nomination papers.
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Information Classification: PUBLIC

Contacts 

and links

Elections Office 

elections@scilly.gov.uk

01720 424545

Local election webpage on Council website:

www.scilly.gov.uk/local-election

Electoral Commission

0333 103 1928

Guidance for candidates and agents:

www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-
and-agents-local-government-elections-england
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mailto:elections@scilly.gov.uk
http://www.scilly.gov.uk/by-election
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-and-agents-local-government-elections-england
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/guidance-candidates-and-agents-local-government-elections-england


Information Classification: PUBLIC

Contacts 

and links

(cont.)

Electoral Commission

Code of Conduct for Campaigners

www.electoralcommission.org.uk/code-conduct-
campaigners-uk-parliamentary-general-elections-great-
britain-local-elections-england

Guidance on printed imprints

www.electoralcommission.org.uk/imprints-printed-
material-candidates-uk-parliamentary-elections-and-
elections-england-wales-and

Guidance on digital imprints

www.electoralcommission.org.uk/statutory-guidance-
digital-imprints/what-sort-material-requires-
imprint/candidates-and-future-candidates
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http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/code-conduct-campaigners-uk-parliamentary-general-elections-great-britain-local-elections-england
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