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Description of Proposed New Shepherd’s Hut
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This Shepherd’s Hut will provide holiday accommodation for two people in Middle Town, St
Martins, Isles of Scilly. This proposed development is in line with the Isles of Scilly Council Policy
4 (e), Isles of Scilly Local Plan, which states that “ 2 units of holiday accommodation are acceptable
as part of an existing farm holding”. The proposed shepherd’s hut would be in addition to the
existing single holiday chalet on the holding at present.

Mrs H R Smith and Mr Viv Jackson, who live at Sandy Lane Cottage, Middle Town, already run
one successful holiday chalet on their land and are thus familiar with both the practical side of
offering holiday accommodation and the market for such holiday lets. Holiday accommodation is
very limited on St Martins and a ready market for the proposed new accommodation is anticipated.
Mr Viv Jackson, in addition to being a long standing resident and farmer on St Martins, is a well
known expert on the wildlife of the islands and it is likely that the new Shepherd’s Hut will appeal
to both conventional holiday makers and birders.

The structure

The building is to be supplied by Pioneer Environmental Building Company Ltd, Mount Pleasant
Eco Park, Chapel Hill, Porthtowan, Cornwall. It will be manufactured in Cornwall, transported to
the islands in sections and assembled on site.

The external dimensions are 7.2m x 3.2m and it has an internal floor measurement of 7m x 3m
(floor area of 21 sq m). The specifications of the hut are shown below.
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The electrical specifications are as follows.
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The internal floor plan is shown below. P- 16 -0 g 1
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The site

The hut will be placed in a secluded part of the land ass
not be visible from the house or the existing chalet, due
trees. The hut will not be visible from any roads or path
member and is happy with the proposed development.
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iated with Sandy Lane Cottage.| It will

natural screening provided by hedges and
t neighbour is a family

The hut will be constructed on a concrete slab which will be made on the site of an old sandpit that
has been filled in with spoil from the construction of the existing holiday chalet. The site is an
infilled pit that was used up to about 10 years ago as a source of sand. The proposed slab providing
the foundation for the hut is approximately one foot deep. This means that the development would

not threaten any archaeological features or material.
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Please note that water and electricity will come from the services to the existing holiday chalet. A
new septic tank will be provided for the Shepherd’s Hut.
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The hut will be placed on a concrete slab to the right of where Mr Viv Jackson is standing.
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The roof of the existing holiday chalet can be seen to the left of the picture. The beautiful outlook
from the Shepherd’s Hut site is evident.
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Looking up towards the proposed hut site, the new hedge to provide screening and further privacy
for the hut can be seen on the left of the picture.
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This picture shows tractor access to the new site, through the left of the two gates visible. This
track runs behind the existing holiday chalet and its use would not disturb those staying in that
building. The track connects directly to Sandy Lane. The gate to the right provides pedestrian
access to the same road.
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This view looks back to the gate providing pedestrian access to the site from outside the boundary
of the site. The septic tank for the sewage system for the Shepherds Hut only will be located in the
area shown on the bottom left of this picture.
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This picture looks 90 degrees left of the previous view and shows the direction to be taken by the
pipe running to the soak away for the septic tank.
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This is the view from the garden of the existing holiday chalet, looking up towards the proposed site
for the Shepherd’s Hut. It shows that the Shepherd’s Hut lies behind existing hedging and trees,
which provide a screen. The two holiday properties are effectively not overlooking each other at
all.



