Design and Access Statement re solar panels for Glebe Barn at 


The Parsonage, St Agnes








This application is for installation of roof mounted solar panels on the south east side of Glebe Barn, an unlisted building located within the curtilage of the Grade II listed building called The Parsonage, St Agnes, Isles of Scilly. The estimated annual output of the installation is approx 6800kWh which equates approximately to a 3t saving of carbon dioxide. It is hoped that the works will gain approval for part funding by the Business Energy Efficiency Scheme (BEES), a project supported by funds from central government Local Growths


Fund administered by the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local Enterprise Partnership.





No panels are proposed for the north west facing side of the pitched roof.





Layout  -  Two strings of 13 x 345W panels will be arranged in two rows running from south west to north east as shown in Drawing 2 of this application. The panels will not be replacing any part of the roof but will instead be fixed over it and at the end of life can be removed, leaving the original roof intact.





Design  -  The design is a simple collection of non reflective Q Cells solar panels. The roof measures 4 metres from eaves height  to ridge height and is 14 metres in length. The total number of panels will be 26 mounted on simple metal frames upon the existing roof slope. The solar panel approximate area is 46.5 sq.m. 


 


Scale  -   The scale of development has been determined by the equipment necessary to efficiently generate renewable energy. The south east elevation of the barn with the panels faces inwards towards the orchard in The Parsonage grounds.  As shown on the photo forming part of this application, only the south west edge of the solar panels would be visible to the public from a 12 metre long stretch of Old Lane and this would not detract from the overall special character of the surrounding conservation area. All other elevations are seen only from farmland fields which are not accessible to the public.





Landscaping   -  No alterations to landscaping are proposed.





Appearance The proposed solar PV panels would be located on the roof of Glebe Barn as per drawing 2 of this application. The individual Q Cells panels have a sleek black finish using non-reflective materials and would cover approximately 83% of the roof area as per the attached plans. The detailed appearance of the panels is described in the Q Cells data-sheet included as part of this application. Cables and boxes will be located inside the barn building.





Access  -   For the purposes of installation, vehicular access to the location will be from Old Lane.





Maintenance   -  The life expectancy for roof top an solar PV is between 25 and 30 years and good maintenance could increase this.





Planning Policy





At the national level, the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 2019  has a presumption in favour of sustainable development. 





Chapter 15 of the NPPF relates to the conservation and enhancement of the natural environment. Paragraph 172 advises that great weight should be given to conserving the landscape and scenic beauty in Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have the highest status of protection. The conservation of wildlife and cultural heritage are important considerations. Chapter 16 relates to conserving and enhancing the historic environment and paragraph 192 states: In determining applications, local planning authorities should take account of: a) the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; b) the positive contribution that conservation of heritage assets can make to sustainable communities including their economic vitality; and c) the desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local character and distinctiveness. 





At the local level, the Isles of Scilly Local Plan 2005 Policy 1 relates to environmental protection and seeks to permit development proposal only where they respect and protect the recognised quality of the island’s natural, archaeological, historic and built environment. Proposals should (a) conserve or enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and protect the unspoilt character and good appearance of the heritage coast, (b) preserve nationally important archaeological remains and their settings; (c) preserve or enhance the character or appearance of the Conservation Area and preserve the architectural or historic interest of all listed buildings, including their features and settings.





Policy 2 relates to Sustainable Development on the islands and seeks to permit development in situations where the development contributes to the sustainability of the islands’ environment, economy or local community. Policy 2(a) requires development to ensure, conserve or enhance the landscape, coastline, seascape and existing buildings of the islands through appropriate design including siting, layout, density, scale, external appearance (i.e. details and materials) and landscaping. 





Policy 6 relates to infrastructure for sustainable communities and states development proposals, in keeping with the particular scale and character of the islands, will be supported where they are, amongst other things, for renewable energy projects. 





Also, the Isles of Scilly Design Guide 2007, part of the local Development Plan, says that “It is important that the nature of the surrounding area is understood and reflected in any development proposal.”





Finally, the Draft Isles of Scilly Local Plan 2015-2030 describes a range of policies designed to protect the landscape character as well as the natural  and historic environment. This draft document also contains policies for renewable energy and recognises that renewable energy generation for the islands will improve the reliability of the islands’ electricity supply. The Government has set a UK target to deliver 15% of the UK’s energy consumption from renewable sources by 2020. At a local level, the Smart Island programme establishes a target that seeks to achieve a 40% reduction in energy bills for residents by 2025, and for 40% of island energy demands to be met through renewable generation by 2025. This planning application is the first stage of a proposed grant application for renewable energy generation at The Parsonage as part of the Smart Island programme.





In conclusion, in designing this project we believe we have taken on board the context of this site and feel the proposal is justified under local and national policies. 


